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Clayton asked to be allowed to speak, but the Coronor warned him
that if he did the consequences might be serious, and added-You
have been considerably saved by the candid confession of one of the
witnesses, but still, through want of knowledge, you did not treat
that case as it ought to have been treated. The patient had received
proper treatment for six or eight days before you saw him. There is
no direct evidence that your treatment of the fractured limb was so
prejudicial as to cause death, and we give you the benefit of the doubt
this time, but another time you may not be so fortunate.

RIGHTS OF LICENTIATES OF THE KING AND QUEEN'S COLLEGE OF
PHYSICIANS.

L.K.Q.C.P.I. writes: 1. Can a L.K.Q.C.P.I., in accordance with the new Act,
that all registered medical practitioners shall be able to practise medicine, mid-
wifery, and surgery, be entitled to sign himself " Surgeon " to a certificate which
requires a surgeon's signature? 2. Can also a L.K.Q.C.P. recover in a court
of law, his fee forperforming a surgical operation ?

*** We have referred these questions to Mr. J. R. Upton, who writes in reply:
If a L.K.Q.,C.P.I., registered since June 30th last, he is entitled to sign him-
self "Surgeon," and to recover fees for surgical practice, as the Medical Act,
1886, gives him the right to practise and recover fees in respect of medicine,
surgery, and midwifery. The Act does not increase the privileges of persons
registered before June 30th last; such persons are only entitled to practise as
they were entitled to before that date.

B. and H. ask whether the fact of a practitioner having sold his practice may be
notified to his patients by a circular, as a kind of introduction to his successor.
We suppose there can be no possible objection to the enclosed note being sent
to those owing accounts, but would a similar circular be open to objection if
sent to those whose names are on the books of the practice, say, during the last
three years?
" Circular.-I beg to inform you that I have transferred my practice to

Esq., M.D., who will in future reside at the above address. As I shall be leav-
ing about the end of August, I am obliged to request you to be good
enouigh to let me have the amount of my account not later than August 21st.-
I am, yours faithfully, "H."

*** Although it is rightly regarded as an unethical proceeding to notify the
transfer of a practice, or the introduction of a partner, by printed circular, we
think that no valid objection can fairly be taken or raised against the simple
notification submitted for our opinion by "B and H.," provided that the
issue be strictly limited to the patients attended by "H." during the last
eighteen imonths or two years. It is by many thought better that the note
shouldbeafacsinzile lithographofthehaiidwriting of the author. Introduc-
tions, when possible, should be made by the vendor in person.

MEDICO-PARLIAMENTARY,
HOUSE OF LORDS.-Thursday, July 21st.

The Smoke Nuisance Abatement (Metropolis) Bill.-Lord STRATH-
EDEN and CAMPBELL moved that the House do go into committee on
this Bill.-The Earl of WEMYSS asked the noble Lord to postpone his
motion, as the evidence taken before the Select Committee, which
was very important, should be printed and circulated. The Bill
extended to every private dwelling, and would enable inspectors of
local authorities to enter any room and see what sort of fires they were
burning. The Bill was a monstrous one.-Earl BROWNLOW SUP.
ported the appeal for postponement as the evidence was very impor-
tant, and should be perused by noble lords before they proceeded with
the Bill.-Lord STRATHEDEN and CAMPBELL consented to postpone
the Committee until next Monday.

Tuesday, July 26th.
Smoke Abatemizent.-The Earl of WEMYSS gave notice that, on the

motion for going into Committee on the Smoke Nuisance Bill, he
should move that, before agreeing to such legislation, it was desirable
to carry more fully into effect the purpose and intention of the existing
Acts dealing with the question, either by their amendment or fuller
administration.

HOUSE OF COAIMONS.- Tuesday, July 261h.
The River Lea.-In answer to Captain COLOMB, Mlr. RITCHIE said:

The Local Government Board have received complaints from the
Poplar District Board of Works with reference to the alleged discharge
of sewage into the river Lea from the works of the borough of West Ham
without deo(dorisation. The Board have communicated with the Town
Council of AVest Ham and the Conservators of the Lea on the subject,
and one of the Board's inspectors recently visited the works with-
out previous notice. The Board consider that there should be further
iuquiry, and it has been arranged that one of the inspectors of the
Board should attend at West Ham for the purpose on Thursday next.

The Town Council and the Lea Conservators have beeii informed of
this arrangement.

Flogging Children.-Sir WALTER FOSTER asked the Secretary of
State for the Home Department the result of his inquiries into the
case of James Smith Buckbury, aged 7 years, of Ilkeston, who was
senteDced on the 11th of July at Ripley Petty Sessions, to receive four
strokes of a birch-rod for stealing a watch :* whether he would cause
an inquiry to be made into the conduct of the police officer or officers
who inflicted the punishment, and take steps to prevent the adminis-
tration of such punishment for the future to delicate children: and
whether the instrument used for birching children of 7 years was the
same as for older offenders.-Mr. MATTHEWS replied that the officer
who, in pursuance to an order of the Ripley magistrates, gave to
James Buckbury, aged 7, four strokes of a birch at Ilkeston on the
11th inst., did so in the presence of the inspector, his wife, and a
Mrs. Knight, who attended at the request of the boy's mother. Mrs.
Knight did not think the punishment severe, and the boy was well
and walking about half an hour afterwards. On the 25th he was ex-
amined by the senior surgeon of the County Infirmary, who reported
him quita well. He (Mr. Matthews) proposed to issue a circular
directing that before children were whipped, if there was any reason
to consider them in delicate health, a medical man should be con-
sulted as to the propriety of administering the punishment, and the
rod should be lighter than that used for other offenders.

PUBLIC HEALTH
AD

POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.
THE HEALTH OF MARGATE.

SiR,-In view of the injurious reports which have been freely cir-
culated in reference to the health of this town, the Town Council have
submitted the Registrar's returns of deaths during the past six months
to Professor Corfield, and we append his. report, together with a cer-
tificate signed by all the local medical practitioners that there is not a
single case of typhoid fever in the town.-We are, Sir, your obedient
servants, HENRY F. HERMITAGE, Mayor.

Margate, July 22nd, 1887. G. FooRD-KELCEY, Town Clerk.
Professor Corfield's Report on the Mortality Returns of the Borough ofMargate, during

the sx months ending June 30th, 1887.
I find that, during the six months endiug June 30th, 1887, there wvere registered

140 deaths in the urban sanitary district of Margate. Takinig the estimated popu-
lation at the present time as 18,000, these deaths during 181 days represented an
uncorrected death-rate of 15.68 per 1,000 per annum. I am informed, however, by
the medical officer of health that 12 deaths of persons chargeable to the borough
of Margate occurred in the Isle of Thanet Union Workhnuse, and 1 in the North-
wood Hospital. These 13 deaths should therefore be added to the 140, making a
total of 153. On the other hand, there were 16 deaths from scrofula, etc., in tho
infirmaries; if these be subtracted, we have a total of 137 deaths, equivalent to a
corrected death-rate of 15.35 per 1,000 per annum. Ten of the 140 deaths were
however, those of visitors; subtracting these, we get a corrected total of 127,
equiivalent to the very low death-rate of 14.23 per 1,000 per annum.
The deaths from zymotic diseases during the period referred to have been as

follows: Two deaths of infants from diarrhcea, one in January and one in March
and another in March registered as "debility, diarrheea ;" one death of a child
5 years of age from "croupous laryngitis" (if this can fairly be included) in
Mlarch; and one death from scarlet fever at the Northwood Hospital during the
first quarter. In April, May, and June, no death from any zymotic disease has
been registered. It is evident, therefore, that the borough has been, during the
past half-year, remarkably free from zymotic disease of any kind.

W. H. CORFIELD, M.A., M.D.(Oxon.), F.R.C.P.,
Professor of Hygiene and Public Heath at University College, London;

Medical Officer of Health for St. George's, Hanover Square.
19, Savile Row, London, W., July 21st, 1887.

WE, the undersigned, comprising the whole number of physicians and surgeons
practising in Margate, hereby certify that we have not at the present time any
case of typhoid fever under our care in the borough of Margate, and that, to the
best of our belief and knowledge, there is not a single person suiffering from typhoid
fever within its radius.

A. NORTON TAYLOR, A. W. SCATLIFF, ARTRUR W. R"WE, T. SMITH
Rowe, Wm. KNIGHT TREVES, BERTRAM TIIORNION, ROBERT
PETTICREW, WIc. PRICE, F. E. NICHOL, GEO. M. PITTOCe, E. A.
WHITE, ROBERT THOMSON, A.MBROSE WILLY, W. W. COLBORNE.

Dated this 18th day of July, 1587.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.
DURING the week ending Saturday, July 16th, 5,796 births and 3,660 deaths were
registered in the twenty-eight large English towns, including London, dealt with
in the Registrar-General's Weekly Return, which have an estimated population
of 9,245,099 persons. The annual rate of mortality, which had increased in the
three preceding weeks from 17.6 to 19.6 per 1,000, further rose during the week
under notice to 20.7. The rates in the several towns, ranged in order from the
lowest, were as follow:-Portsmouth, 13.6; Bolton, 14.4; Nottingham, 14.7;

* See JOURNAL, July 23rd, p. 196.


